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Legal Analysis of the Material Element of Mining-Related Crimes
in the Legal System of Afghanistan

Senior Teaching Assistant Mohammad Alam Adeel'
Nagibullah Rasikh’

Abstract

The material element of mining-related offenses consists of a set of physical
acts directly associated with the destruction, unlawful appropriation, or
pollution of mineral resources and the environment. Such offenses typically
encompass activities including the unauthorized extraction of minerals,
environmental pollution generated during the extraction process, unlawful
destruction of mining infrastructure, and exploitation of mineral resources
without due compliance with legal standards. These actions not only inflict
harm upon natural reserves and mining sites but also pose a serious threat to
the environment and public health. The primary objective of this research is
to elucidate the acts and conducts that cause damage to mines, even when the
perpetrator is unaware that such actions fall within the category of offenses
against mines. This research has been conducted through a library-based
method employing a descriptive-analytical approach, with a detailed
examination of domestic legislation aimed at identifying the strengths and
weaknesses concerning the material element. The findings indicate that the
material element of mining-related offenses, in many instances, arises from
violations of the laws and regulations governing the protection of mineral
resources, and upon its establishment, offenders are subject to severe
penalties.

Keywords: Extraction, Destruction, Offenses, Material Element, Mines,
Mineral Resources.

1 Faculty Member, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Jowzjan University
m.alam.adeel@ut.ac.ir

2 Ph.D. graduate in Criminal Law and Criminology, Kharazmi University, Iran
naqibullahrasikh2@ut.ac.ir



