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The Role of Good Offices in the Settlement of
International Disputes

Candidate Teaching Associate Mohammad Eisa Aslami'
Abstract

Contemporary international law is founded upon the principle of the
prohibition of the use of force and the obligation of States to settle their
disputes by peaceful means. Among political and diplomatic methods, Good
Offices are recognized as one of the most flexible, time-honored, and
effective instruments, which by establishing a secure communicative
platform and reducing mutual distrust, play a pivotal role in containing
conflicts. The present research has been undertaken with the aim of
elucidating the legal-political status of Good Offices and analyzing their
practical function in the peaceful settlement of international disputes, with an
emphasis on identifying their capacities, structural shortcomings, and
distinguishing them from analogous diplomatic institutions. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying on library-based data
collection and utilizing resources from internet databases. The findings
indicate that Good Offices, by preserving the political prestige of States,
facilitating back-channel diplomacy, and activating the potential of neutral
actors, remain a vital instrument in preventing the escalation of crises;
however, their exclusive reliance on the voluntary consent of the parties and
the absence of legal enforceability constitute their most significant structural
challenges.

Keywords: Good Offices, Peaceful Settlement, International Disputes, Peace
Diplomacy, States.
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