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The Position of Smart Power in Russia's Foreign Policy with an
Emphasis on the Ukraine Case from 2022 to 2025

Teaching Assistant Awrang Azerakhsh'

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to elucidate the role of smart power in Russia's foreign policy
concerning the Ukraine crisis. The central problem and main research question of the
present study is: How is the position of smart power defined in Russia's foreign policy,
and to what extent has it been effective in advancing this country's objectives in the
Ukraine crisis? Following the year 2022, the Russian Federation, relying on smart power
as a combination of hard and soft power in its confrontation with Ukraine, presented a
new definition of its foreign policy to the world. In fact, the Ukraine crisis has provided a
platform for assessing this position and examining how Russia utilizes smart power to
achieve its foreign policy goals. This utilization-particularly after the 2014 crisis and once
again from 2022 onward-demonstrates the significance of this concept in Russia's
overarching foreign policy strategies. The present research employs a descriptive-
analytical method, gathering library-based information through the examination of
credible academic sources, including books, scholarly articles, news agencies, and official
state websites. The findings indicate that after officially recognizing the separatist
republics of Luhansk and Donetsk, Russia, through the application of smart power via
diverse instruments—such as hybrid warfare, support for separatists, cyber warfare,
attacks on Ukraine's infrastructure, nuclear threats, information and media influence, and
the utilization of economic and cultural power—has managed to achieve certain
accomplishments. These include maintaining the Luhansk and Donetsk republics as a
buffer zone, managing public opinion (particularly among ethnic Russians), strengthening
ties with countries such as China, Iran, and North Korea, and creating opportunities
amidst economic sanctions. Accordingly, smart power—alongside its hard and soft
instruments—has become a key component of Russia's foreign policy toward Ukraine and
reflects a transformation in this country's conduct within international equations.
Keywords: Ukraine Crisis, Hybrid Warfare, Russia, Foreign Policy, Smart Power, Buffer
Zone.
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